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Introduction

Pidula track starts from near Kuressaare Tolli and ends in
Pidula, where you can continue along Rannikurada track.
Pidula trail offers besides beautiful swimming and camping
places picturesque pine forests, cozy Karla borough, island of
Saaremaa’s largest ancient stronghold Lihulinna etc. When
Rannikurada track can be pretty windy during big storms,
then Pidula track winds in the shade of forests and storm can
be felt on top of the trees. From the end of the summer you
can pick blueberrys, lingonberries and mushrooms.

The trail is best for hiking, but can be covered by bicycle.
Pidula hiking trail is about 30 km long and guides you from
Tolli to Pidula. Both of these places can be easily reached by
public transport. There are a few local shops on the way and
accommodation options nearby.
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Location of Pidula trail in Saaremaa
Points of interest

1. Ookivi (erratic block)

This boulder measuring 6.6 x 2.7 x 2.5 mm has
been under nature conservation since 1937.
The elongated shape of the boulder is
reminiscent of horse’s back — hence its
Estonian name. According to legend, Old Nick
had taken the shape of a horse in an attempt to abduct a
maiden, Suur Toll came to the rescue and decapitated the
horse with a stroke of his sword. Now the headless horse
stone stands by the highway.

2. Randvere Manor

The first record of this manor is from 1408. It had various
owners up until 1917. From 1925 to 2005, Randvere basic

school was based here. In 2006, the
Occupational Study Centre was established
here. The manor has a whipping stone that
was used to punish the peasants on Randvere
manor.
3. Vessiku Farm windmill
Outwardly reminiscent of a Dutch windmill,
noteworthy for its typical post mill
s mechanism and practically in working order,
L= the mill has been placed under heritage
conservation. The year inscribed on a stone in
the wall - 1926 — is the year of construction. A square-
cornered log wing building was built in the interwar era of
independence for storage of grain prior to grinding. In the
Soviet era, the mill was converted into an engine-powered
mill and it was last in use as such in 2000.
4. Anijala windmill
r —3 A Dutch-type mill built in 1901. The
construction stone was brought from the Ansi
village’s limestone quarry. The mill was still
operational in the 1970s, then a civilian
protection observation tower was built here.
The current owner began restoring the mill in 2004.
5. Kaarmise-J6empa karst area
A very large and interesting karst area that is
now part of the Kaarmise special conservation
area. The karst area covers Lake Kaarmise, the
B lower course of the Anepesa stream (River
Jarambi) and the upper course of the River
Karla. The soil in the whole area is very thin, there are many
deep karstic depressions a couple hundred metres in length,
at the bottom of which are small kettle holes and funnels
into which water drains. To the west of these depressions, in
the upper course of the River Karla is an area of dolines
(sinkholes), the width of which is as much as 5 m with a
depth of 0.5 to 1 metre. The entire karstic area is part of the
River Karla basin. It is also a bird and wild animal habitat with
some rare flora.
6. Orikila Missile Base
The former Orikila missile base in the use of

i the Soviet military is now operated by OU
i Saaremaa Ralli as a place for motor sport
events. The rallies held here and in Kogula

have some repute beyond the island and are important in
terms of lengthening the tourism season.
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7. Racing track

8. Somera mill
#n  The windmill (built in 1930) and dwelling (built
later) belonged to Volma farm. At first the
windmill had a shed next to it, for keeping
=1 boards. A Moravian congregation held prayer
there. Boards were sawn and flour was produced at the mill.
Later the dwelling served as a communication post.

9. Somera club house

I ¥ This Stalinist-style clubhouse with original
exterior and design has survived intact as one
of the most outstanding examples of its genre
in Estonia: It was placed under heritage
conservation in 2004. The building design is from 1957 and
the building was completed in 1961, initially for use as an
officers club. That same year, the building entered use as a
TB sanatorium. From 1976, the building was in the
possession of SOmera nursing home, which used it as an
office and place for culture events.

10. Karla Sports Centre

11. Karla Church

r & The church was built in 1842-1843 to replace a

|

medieval church that had been in a parlous
state and was torn down. The medieval church
was probably built ca 1250-1275. The new
church, in a severe Neoclassical style, has a
one-nave structure running lengthwise and lacking a choir
loft. In the immediate vicinity of the church was a separate
bell tower standing at a remove from the church — similar to
Kihelkonna church — a campanile that was torn down in
1981. The Karla churchyard likely dates from the time of the
older church, from the 13"-14" C. The yard is surrounded by
a mortarless wall, and in some places with a mesh fence.
12. Kaarekivi (erratic block)
A roof-shaped, low erratic boulder measuring
65 m x 34 m x 41 m, and 17.2 m in
)"/ | circumference. The boulder was placed under
Gt x*’“’ e protection back in 1938. According to legend,
Old Nick wanted to carry the rock to the door of Kihelkonna
Church but the apron springs broke, or alternatively a
rooster crowed, and the stone fell at its present location. The
Swedish King Gustav Adolf is said to have stopped to rest at
the rock.

13. Sassi oak
A The trunk of the protected oak has a

circumference of 6.15 m and the tree is 16 m

tall. Located along Kandle road on Sassi farm

field.

14. Tuiu aspen

The trunk of the protected oak has a

circumference of 5.30 m and the tree is 30 m

tall.

15. Lake Karujarv
Saaremaa Island’s oldest lake, approximately
8,000 years old. Karujarv has five islands.
According to legend, the lake got its name
from a quarrel between seven bears. To
break up the dispute, God descended, in the
form of a rainstorm so fierce that a lake was formed. The
bears retreated, each in his own direction, leaving seven
fingers. Because of its sandy shoreline, it is a favourite
recreational and bathing spot.
16. Lihulinna rural citadel
& The most imposing countryside citadel on
3 Saaremaa with a court nearly 18,000 m? in
area. The citadel is distant from villages, in the
forest, on sandy dunes partially bounded by
mires. The place has good natural defences. The outer
diameter of the citadel is 270 m from NW to SE, and 70 m in
the perpendicular direction. Half-burned log ends and
charcoal have been found in holes dug into the inner foot of
the wall. They are probably from the era when the citadel
was a wooden fortification.
17. Suur Toll’s sauna stone
AR A protected erratic rock measuring 6.4x m x
3.3x m x 4.5 m, and 19.0 m in circumference.
There are a number of legends about the
stone, most involving Vanapagan (Old Nick),
who wanted to carry the rock to Pidula
manor. But a rooster crowed, startling him, and the stone
fell and remained where it is now.
18. Karujarve recreational trails and Dejevo missile base
Just a few decades ago, the
1,500-hectare Dejevo missile
ey : base was situated along the
B @8 Jake. The base was the biggest
on the |s|and Dejevo missile base was built before World
War Il, when Estonia signed a treaty allowing the Soviet
Union to build bases on Estonian soil. The missiles stationed
at Dejevo were 10.8 metres in length and weighed seven
tonnes. Their warheads weighed 217 kg each and had a

range of 240 km. The missiles could be launched in 90
seconds after a command was given, but they were never
used. The former Karujarv military territory was rezones for
sport and recreational use. In the summer, the area offers
hiking and camping; in winter, skiing, sledging and other
winter pastimes.
19. Kihelkonna rural citadel
The surface feature on in the eastern part of
the southern chain of Odalatsi dunes was
used as the walls of Kihelkonna rural citadel.
The rural citadel is thought to be from the
12" century and was likely used as a refuge. The citadel is an
elongated oval, 120 x 75 m. The height of the outside slope is
8-10 metres, with an angle of incline of 28-30 degrees. The
area of the court is 5,300 m2. The citadel has been under
heritage protection since 1998.
20. Odalatsi dunes
The dunes are within the Odalatsi protected landscape. The
dune system consists of two parallel rolling chains of dunes,
which began forming in the Littorina coastal zone. The
highest part of the northern chain is 27.4 m, and the highest
point in the southern one is 26.4 m. The prominence of the
surface features is as much as 10 m, which is noteworthy
given Saaremaa’s otherwise low-lying relief. The foot of the
northern dunes is 13-17 m above sea level, and the southern
one is 19 m.
21. Odalatsi springs

i Odalatsi springs are Saaremaa’s fastest-
flowing springs (up to 200 litres per second).
In groups of karstic springs, individual springs
are not clearly distinguishable. The water
rises from the surrounding wetlands and
likely from Lake Karujarv as well. As they meet, the spring
water forms a sandy-stony shallow bed about 20 metres
wide — the source of the
picturesque River Pidula. According to local legend, Old Nick
flew into a rage after being trounced in a fight by Suur Téll,
and stamped his feet, leaving the karstic depressions. He
then wept for the loss of his spear, and the words (“The
spear is gone”) suggested the name, Odaldts. The spring
water is believed to be a fountain of youth.
22. Four post mills along Tooma road
Four post mills can be found along Tooma
road — two Tooma farm mills, Priimula mill
and a windmill on the edge of Timmo field.




23. Pidula Manor Windmill
B\ Historically, this is a manor mill and it was
§ shown on historical maps as early as the start

P ﬁ of the 18" century.

24. Pidula manor and park

Pidula Manor was established in the 16"
century and is one of the oldest Ritterhof
manors on Saaremaa Island. Pidula is prized
3 by art historians as one of Estonia’s most
beautiful Baroque manors. The value of the manor complex
is complemented by the large park, clad in diverse and
interesting vegetation. Today, the manor complex is in
private hands and it has been thoroughly restored.

25. Nonni pine

A protected tree along the highway in Pidula
village. The tree’s circumference is 2.82 m
and its height is 10 m.

26. Selgase dolomite quarry

An old dolomite quarry. Dolomite is the most symbolic
mineral of Saaremaa, used to make souvenirs, hearths, used
in construction and interior design, among other uses.

Accommodation

1. Tolli bus stop

2. Karla market

3. Praakli-Reediku Organic Farm
4. Kase Holiday Village

5. Peetri Tourism farm

6. Kura Tourism farm

7. Endriku Holiday Houses near Lake Karujarve
8. Karujarve camping

9. Dejevo camping site

10. Pidula trout Holiday Village
11. Vdrava Tourism farm

Downloading track and viewing

Most suitable app for viewing track is Locus. Locus runs on
Android platvorm and is downloadable in Google Play Store.

Importing track to Locus
H
1. Pick,Menu” ;l from top left corner.

(o

2.  Next pick ,Import data“

3. Follow instructions on screen.

How to navigate on track?

Pick ,,Data“.

Pick , Tracks”.

Choose imported track from folder.
Click on the track.

Press ,, Guide” "'@ on the bottom.

Pick ,Navigate”.

The track has no guidelines, Locus will generate them.
Press ,Navigate”. For that situation be in the beginning
of the track with GPS turned on.
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